Rejoice

Sunday, December 25, 2016

St. Aloysius & Our Lady of Lourdes Mission
Buckley, WA

Wilkeson, WA

Mailing Address: 211 W Mason Ave · Buckley, WA 98321
Office: 360.829.6515 · Fax: 360.829.5190
Website: www.saint-aloysius-catholic-church.org · Email: office@saint-aloysius-catholic-chruch.org

Pastor: Fr . J ohn J . Ludvik
Cell: 425.749.6349
Email: jjludvik1@juno.com
Administrative Assistant
Patti Rumpza 253.670.9618
Bookkeeper
Judy Zeober
Music Coordinator
Deanna Reitan 253.753.8704
Custodians
Daryl & Carol Miller 360.722.2041
Children’s RE
Chris Korolsky 253.686.0784
Youth Ministry
James & Rita Deady 360.802.0336
Pastoral Council: J ames Plowden
Stewardship Committee: Bea Wilson
Finance Committee: Der yl Ross

Weekend Masses: Satur day 5pm at St. Aloysius;
Sunday - 8:30am at OLOL and 10:30am at St. Aloysius
Daily Mass: 8:30am at St. Aloysius Tue - Fri
Holy Day Schedule: Check Bulletin or Website
Rosary: After daily Mass · Befor e Weekend Masses ·
Monday at 3pm
Adoration: Ever y Fir st Fr iday - 9:00am -7:55pm
Reconciliation: Satur day 3:30-4:30pm or by appointment
Information: For Registr ation, Baptisms, Confir mation,
RCIA, RCIC, Faith Formation, Sacrament of the Sick, First
Communion, Communion Visits to the homebound and
those in care facilities, Reconciliation, Marriages, Annulments, Funerals, and Christian Burial, please call Fr.
Ludvik or the parish office.

Welcome To Our Growing Parish Communities!

Our mission at St. Aloysius Catholic Church and Our Lady of Lourdes Mission is to Celebrate and
Live the Eucharist, Educate in the Catholic Faith, and be faithful Stewards of God’s Blessings.

December 25, 2016

The Nativity of the Lord—Christmas
Reading 1: Isaiah 52:7-10
Reading 2: Hebrews 1:1-6

Psalm: Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
Gospel: John 1:1-18

FROM THE DESK OF FR. LUDVIK
MERRY CHRISTMAS

May Jesus be reborn in your heart and life during Christmas 2016 and every day of the New Year 2017. May He
radiate His presence from within you as sharing love, unconditional forgiveness, humble service, a compassionate
heart and overflowing generosity. May the Holy Babe of
Bethlehem bless you with health in body and soul and grant you a
peaceful and blessed New Year. I assure you of my special prayers during my
Christmas Holy Masses and every day in the New Year and share with
our staff Christmas Greetings and Thanks for gifts given us.
Fr. John J. Ludvik

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR CHRISTMAS

PRAYER REQUESTS

Please pray for those who have asked
for our prayers.

All those on the Long Term
prayer List.

Prayer request must be made through Cindy
Guillot 253-862-9100.

NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve
Buckley at 5:00p
Jan. 01 New Year’s Day
Wilkeson at 8:30a
Buckley at 10:30a

The following item appeared in a Church newsletter and contains some
good advice that will help us keep selfishness in check this Christmas:
I. Thou shalt not leave "Christ" out of Christmas, making it "Xmas."
To some, "X" is unknown.
II. Thou shalt prepare thy soul for Christmas.
Spend not so much on gifts that thy soul is forgotten.
III. Thou shalt not let Santa Claus replace Christ, thus
robbing the day of its spiritual reality.
IV. Thou shalt not burden the shop girl, the mailman, and
the merchant with complaints and demands.
V. Thou shalt give thyself with thy gift. This will increase its value a
hundred fold, and he who receive it shall treasure it forever.
VI. Thou shalt not value gifts received by their cost.
Even the least expensive may signify love, and that is more priceless
than silver and gold.

VII. Thou shalt not neglect the needy. Share thy blessings
with many who will go hungry and cold unless thou art generous.
VIII. Thou shalt not neglect thy church.
Its services highlight the true meaning of the season.
IX. Thou shalt be as a little child.
Not until thou hast become in spirit as a little one art thou ready to enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven.
X. Thou shalt give thy heart to Christ.
Let Him be at the top of thy Christmas list.

PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS
Let your goodness, Lord, appear to us,
that we, made in your image, may conform
ourselves to it.
In our own strength we cannot image your
majesty, power and wonder; nor is it fitting
for us to try.
But your mercy reaches from the heavens,
through the clouds, to the earth below.
You have come to us as a small child, but
you have brought us the greatest of all gifts,
the gift of your eternal love.
Caress us with your tiny hands, embrace us
with your tiny arms, and pierce our hearts
with your soft, sweet cries.

(Attributed to St. Bernard of Clairvaux)

NEW PARISHIONERS

“Welcome to our Parishes!”
Please take the time to register, registration
forms are in the back of Church, in the
Parish hall or at our Office. Please return
filled out forms to the Office or place in the
Collection Basket.

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Please turn off cell phones or put on silent
and NO chewing gum.

Calendar for the Week
Monday –Dec 26 – St. Stephen, The First Martyr
NO Rosary until Jan 2nd
NO Religious Education K- 6th
NO Youth 7th – 12th/Confirmation Prep
Tuesday - Dec 27– St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

—
—
—

NO MASS
Epiphany Play practice
OLOL Altar Society Christmas party
Wednesday - Dec 28 –

—
3:00pm
7:00pm

Mass
Thursday - Dec 29–

8:30am

Mass
Epiphany Play practice
Friday - Dec 30 - Feast of the Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Mass
Saturday – Dec 31– Vigil Mass - Solemnity of

8:30am
3:00pm

Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs

St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Confession

Mass
Sunday - Jan 1- Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God – Holy Day

Mass at OLOL
Mass for parishioners/intentions

8:30am
3:30pm
5:00pm
8:30am
10:30am

IMPORTANT DATES

JAN 8th - Epiphany Play by RE childr en & KC dinner

ALTAR SOCIETY CHRISTMAS
PARTY

Tuesday December 27th, 7:00p
Our Lady of Lourdes Altar Society will hold
their rescheduled Christmas Party and all
women of both

THANK YOU

Thank you to all who helped decorate
St. Aloysius Church for the Christmas Season.

YOU MIGHT BE A PREACHER IF....

- You've ever dreamed you were preaching only to awaken and discover you were
- A church picnic is no picnic
- You've ever wondered why people couldn't die at more
appropriate times
- You've ever been tempted to take an offering at a family
reunion
- Everybody stops talking when you enter the room.
- You've ever stretched the truth at a funeral.
- You jiggle all the toilet handles before you leave the
church building.

WORLD DAY OF PEACE

The theme of Pope Francis’ message for the 2017 World
Day of Peace, celebrated on January 1, is “Non-Violence:
a Style of Politics for Peace.” The Holy Father urges us
to practice active nonviolence and work to prevent
conflict by addressing its causes, building relationships,
and facilitating healing and restoration.

WE ARE HIRING!

The Archbishop Brunett Retreat Center at The Palisades
We are currently seeking a full-time position for
Head Housekeeper. This position is 40 hrs/wk with
excellent benefits.
Want to learn more or schedule an interview?
Please apply online through the Archdiocese of Seattle:
https://recruiting2.ultipro.com/COR1015CCAS/
JobBoard/b4e119b6-81c4-39e8-0b4a-7937e6acdd41
You may email questions to our Kitchen & Housekeeping
Manager, Gay Ackley, at
gay.ackley@seattlearch.org

PLEASE TAKE A COPY OF THIS BULLETIN
HOME WITH YOU FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

STEWARDSHIP 2017

Thank you to all who have made gifts
and pledges to our annual stewardship appeal. We are endlessly grateful
for your commitment to St. Aloysius
and Our Lady of Lourdes Parishes.
If you haven’t yet affirmed your
active membership in our parish,
please do so, and prayerfully consider what, if any, gift
you are able to give to support our work.
To speak or write an affirmation is to make your membership intentional and not merely pro forma.
In a community of prayer and spirit, such an affirmation,
we hope, will also encourage reflection and break the,
perhaps, merely habitual ties. So, that is why we ask for
annual affirmation.

NEW FISCAL YEAR REPORTS FOR 12-18-16
St. Aloysius
Weekly Revenue
Fiscal YTD
Our Lady of
Lourdes
Weekly Revenue
Fiscal YTD

Actual
$3,082.00
$81,253.13

Budgeted
$2,963.00
$74,075.00

Variance
$119.00
$7,178.13

$841.00
$20,897.30

$790.00
$19,750.00

$51.00
$1,147.30

EPIPHANY PLAY

All children are invited to
participate in the Epiphany play
on January 8th, 2017. We need
little ones and older children,
please contact Chris Korolsky
(253) 686-0784 with any questions. Those planning on
participating in the play must attend rehearsals listed:
 Tuesday, December 27, 3:00 to 4:00 pm
 Thursday, December 29, 3:00 to 4:00 pm
 Tuesday, January 3, 3:00 to 4:00 pm
 Saturday, January 7, 10:00am - Noon

EPIPHANY TRADITION

A tradition at St. Aloysius and Our Lady of Lourdes is the
celebration of the Epiphany with a presentation of the
Christmas event by the children of our parish and a Lasagna Dinner prepared by the Knights of Columbus, a great
way to come together as a parish and celebrate the Christmas Season. This year Epiphany is on January 8th. Dinner
will be served at 5:00 pm, so please come early at 4:45
pm to choose a table or purchase a glass of wine. Prices
for dinner are $8 for a single adult, $15
per couple, and $25 per family. The
Epiphany Play will begin at 6:30 pm.

THE STORY OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story:
Herod was “greatly troubled” when astrologers from the
east came asking the whereabouts of “the newborn king
of the Jews,” whose star they had seen. They were told
that the Jewish Scriptures named Bethlehem as the place
where the Messiah would be born. Herod cunningly told
them to report back to him so that he could also “do him
homage.” They found Jesus, offered him their gifts and,
warned by an angel, avoided Herod on their way home.
Jesus escaped to Egypt. Herod became furious and
“ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its
vicinity two years old and under.”
Reflection:
The Holy Innocents are few, in comparison to the
genocide and abortion of our day. But even if there had
been only one, we recognize the greatest treasure God put
on the earth—a human person, destined for eternity and
graced by Jesus’ death and resurrection.
-Fr. Don Miller, OFM Franciscan Media

SAINT QUOTE

"We know certainly that our God calls us to a holy life.
We know that he gives us every grace, every abundant
grace; and though we are so weak of ourselves, this grace
is able to carry us through every obstacle and difficulty."
— St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY
AND JOSEPH

Catechesis of Pope Francis
General Audience
At the beginning of his Gospel, John the Evangelist
narrates the episode of the wedding at Cana, at which
the Virgin Mary and Jesus were present with his first
disciples. Jesus not only participated at that wedding, but
“saved the feast with the miracle of wine!” Thus, the first
of his great signs, with which he reveals his glory, he
performed in the context of a wedding, and it was an act
of great sympathy for that new family, entreated by
Mary’s motherly care.
This reminds us of the Book of Genesis, when God
completes his work of creation and makes his masterpiece; the masterpiece is man and woman. And here at a
marriage, at a wedding feast, Jesus begins his own
miracles with this masterpiece: a man and a woman.
Thus Jesus teaches us that the masterpiece of society is
the family: a man and a woman who love each other! This
is the masterpiece! …The most persuasive testimony of
the blessing of Christian marriage is the good life of
Christian spouses and of the family. There is no better
way to speak of the beauty of the sacrament! A marriage
consecrated by God safeguards that bond between man
and woman that God has blessed from the very creation
of the world; and it is the source of peace and goodness
for the entire lifetime of the marriage and family.
The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
is December 30th. Come to 8:30a mass for your family.

MASS FOR LIFE

Monday, January 23rd, 2017—9:30 am.
Marcus Pavilion
Saint Martin's University
Lacey, Washington
Due to limited parking, all are encouraged
to use buses or carpool. Directions to
campus and parking are available online.
For Mass details: Liturgy Office, 206-382-4878. For
parking and other questions: ocff@seattlearch.org

MEDITATION OF THE DAY

"Augustine drew out the meaning of the manger using an
idea that at first seems almost shocking, but on closer
examination contains a profound truth. The manger is the
place where animals find their food. But now, lying in the
manger is he who called himself the true bread come
down from heaven, the true nourishment that we need in
order to be fully ourselves. This is the food that gives us
true life, eternal life. Thus the manger becomes a reference to the table of God, to which we are invited so as to
receive the bread of God. From the poverty of Jesus’ birth
emerges the miracle in which man’s redemption is
mysteriously accomplished."

— Pope Benedict XVI

CHRISTMAS INVITATION
TO THE CHURCH
God's solution for a lukewarm, tasteless, colorless, odorless church is a fresh revelation of Jesus Christ. He will
bring us back to our foundation. He will align us with His
Purpose. He will adjust us back to Himself. God will
purge, refine, chasten, and conform us to the image of His
Son. But we must respond to His invitation and open the
door.
O Christian, come back to Christ! Simplify your life,
eliminate the "many things", count them as dung, and
cling to the One Thing! Be reduced to Christ!
The Lord says, "To him that overcomes will I grant to sit
with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am
set down with My Father in His throne"
(Revelation 3:21).

PRAYER
“The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
shall name him Emmanuel.” —Isaiah 7:14
REFLECTION
The Hebrew word "Emmanuel," which means "God with
us," expresses the wonder of the Incarnation, that God
"became flesh and made his dwelling among us."
However, we live in a society in which many people have
no sense of wonder about the Incarnation or what it
means for them.
CHALLENGE
Today pray for people, especially those living in your
immediate vicinity, who do not believe in Christ. Try to
be a witness to that love made incarnate with those you
meet today.

* * * ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL * * *

Annual Catholic Appeal year end payments or donations
must also be postmarked by Dec. 31st to be applied to the
2016 tax year. Please do not make payments in the parish
collection basket. Mail directly to the Archdiocese of
Seattle: Annual Catholic Appeal, PO Box 14964, Seattle
98114. Your generous support is greatly appreciated.

GEORGE WASHINGTON

A man who was riding on a bus went up to the driver and
whispered in his ear, "That man back there sitting across
from us is scaring my wife and children to death. He's
crazy! He claims he is George Washington." "Thanks for
telling me, mister," the bus driver said. "I'll take care of
him."At the next stop the driver shouted loud and clear,
"This stop, Mt. Vernon."

MERRY CHRISTMAS MARY

Singer Johnny Cash
Merry Christmas Mary, thank you for the Child.
Thank you for Lord Jesus, thank you for the Child.
Christmas time is here again,
peace on Earth good will to men.
The air is filled with joyful sounds,
merry wishing all around,
Giving and receiving gifts,
stopping by to thank all of our friends.
And we thank you, Mary,
for helping give God's greatest gift to man.
Merry Christmas Mary, thank you for the Child.
Thank you for Lord Jesus, thank you for the Child.
Merry Christmas Mary, too often we forget
To thank you for your part,
in giving the greatest Christmas present yet.
Merry Christmas Mary.

PARISH END OF YEAR TAX DEDUCTION
CONTRIBUTIONS

As we close out 2016, we want to thank you for your
faithfulness to our Parish Communities; a commitment
that is clear through your prayerful and financial support
of our parish. We prepare for 2017 with great anticipation, knowing that God has a plan to continue to help us
to bring people closer to Christ. But we can only do that
through the generosity of people like you, who have been
integral to us fulfilling our vision of "Disciples living
witness to the Good News."
Even though we have accomplished much together this
past year, there is still much to be done! To that end, we
want to invite you to help us finish the year strong and
prepare ourselves for an exciting and productive 2017 by
prayerfully considering an end-of-year financial gift to
your parish.. Just a reminder, that in order for your gift to
be tax deductible, it must be postmarked and/or given
before December 31, 2016. Please remember that no
amount is ever considered too small!
Thank you for being a part of either St. Aloysius or Our
Lady of Lourdes and for helping us accomplish the vision
God has given us. Your generous support is appreciated.

SACRED HEART RADIO
Connected in Christ

Turn to Sacred Heart Radio AM 1050 to hear news and
views from a Catholic perspective. With an engaging mix
of local and national shows, and subjects ranging from
prayer to parenting to current events, there is something
for everyone. Sanctify your commute! Tune in to AM
1050 today. Try out the beautiful new Sacred Heart
Radio app. It’s available for iPhone and Android. Take
Sacred Heart Radio with you wherever you go!
www.sacredheartradio.org

