Behold, I am sending my messenger
ahead of you; he will prepare your
way. A voice of one crying out in
the desert: ‘Prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight his
paths.‘‘

December 10, 2017
Second Sunday of Advent

—Mk 1:2-3
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Welcome To Our Growing Parish Community!

Our mission at St. Aloysius Catholic Church is to Celebrate and Live the Eucharist,
Educate in the Catholic Faith, and be faithful Stewards of God’s Blessings.

December 10, 2017

The Second Sunday of Advent
Reading 1: Is 40:1-5, 9-11
Reading 2: 2 Pt 3:8-14

Psalm: 85:9-10-11-12, 13-14
Gospel: Mk 1:1-8

WELCOME EVERYONE!
We are the Catholic Community of St. Aloysius Parish
in Buckley ... making a difference for Christ in our surrounding communities. We serve all with an open heart,
committing ourselves to helping all people connect with
Jesus Christ's love and power for their lives! Thanks for
being a part of us. If you are not, consider joining us!
—Fr. Clarence, Parochial Vicar

TODAYS READINGS

First Reading—Isaiah tells the people to prepare a way for the Lord.

PRAYER FOR THE SICK
Please pray for those who have
asked for our prayers.

Evelyn Arnhold, Fr. Davis,
David Rumpza, Dennis Johnson,
Joe Schamer
Prayer request must be made through Cindy

POPE FRANCIS
DECEMBER INTENTION
The Elderly
That the elderly, sustained by families and
Christian communities, may apply their
wisdom and experience to spreading the
faith and forming the new generations.

Responsorial Psalm—The Lord’s salvation is near.
Second Reading—Peter teaches that we must always be holy because
the return of the Lord cannot be predicted.
Gospel Reading—John the Baptist preached repentance and baptized
the people, in preparation for the one who would baptize with the Holy
Spirit.

Background on the Gospel Reading

Today’s Gospel is taken from the beginning
of Mark. Unlike Luke and Matthew, Mark does
not include any details of Jesus’ birth. Instead
Mark begins with the appearance of John the
Baptist in the desert. On the Second Sunday of
Advent, we are invited to reflect upon the role of
John the Baptist, who prepared the way for Jesus
and the salvation that he would bring to us.
Mark’s description of the appearance of John
the Baptist highlights John’s continuity with the
Jewish prophetic tradition. Mark combines quotations from the Old
Testament books of Malachi, Isaiah, and Exodus. Mark’s description of
John as an ascetic, living in the desert, clothed in camel hair, and eating
locusts and wild honey, is reminiscent of the description of the prophet
Elijah found in Second Kings.
The people of Judea and Jerusalem flock to him, listening to his
message of repentance and forgiveness; they also come to him to be
baptized. Mark’s Gospel is clear, however, that John the Baptist’s role
is only to prepare the way for another who will come, one who is greater than John.
In today’s Gospel we hear John the Baptist contrast his baptism of
repentance with the baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John says that he
has baptized with water, but that the one who is to come will baptize
with the Holy Spirit. John’s baptism was not yet a Christian baptism,
but a preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism through which sins are
forgiven and the gift of the Holy Spirit is received.
John the Baptist is presented to us as a model during Advent. We,
too, are called upon to prepare a way for the Lord. Like John the Baptist, we are messengers in service to one who is greater than we are. Our
Baptism commissions us to call others to life as disciples of Jesus
—LoyolaPress

ADVENT
THOUGHTS
FROM POPE
FRANCIS

Referring to the Gospel
readings, the Pope explained, “Jesus exhorts
us to pay attention and to
watch, to be ready to
welcome him at the moment of his return.” The person, who pays attention, he
continued, is the one who, “in the noise of
the world, does not let him or herself be
overwhelmed by distraction or superficiality, but lives in a full and conscious way,
with a concern directed above all to others.” The Holy Father
underlined that the vigilant person is the
one that welcomes the invitation to watch,
and is not overwhelmed by the weariness of
discouragement, a lack of hope or
disappointment.
Being alert and vigilant, Pope Francis said
are the preconditions that help us to stop
"wandering away from the ways of the
Lord", lost in our sins and in our infidelities; “these are the conditions that allow
God to break into our existence, in order to
restore meaning and value to it full of
goodness and tenderness.”
—Vatican Radio Angelus

NEW YEAR’S WEEKEND

Normal mass schedule! The Solemnity of
Mary Holy Day of Obligation on New
Year’s January 1st falls on Monday, so your
Holy Day of obligation is fulfilled at the
weekend masses. No Monday Mass.

Calendar for the Week
Monday – Dec 11
Religious Education grades K-6th
Youth/Confirmation Prep
Tuesday - Dec 12—Our Lady of Guadalupe
Mass – Fr. Dean Stasell by Berger family
Knights of Columbus
Wednesday - Dec 13—St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
Mass – Lucy Berger by Berger family
Communal Penance Service St. Aloysius
Thursday - Dec 14 —St. John of the Cross,
Priest and Doctor of the Church
Mass – Allie Verhofstadt by Berger family
AA meeting
Friday - Dec 15
Mass – Fr. Eddie Fronske 50th Anniversary of
Ordination by Berger family
Saturday – Dec 16
Confession
Mass +Alice Bell by Berger family
Sunday - Dec 17—3rd Sunday of Advent
Mass
Mass for parishioners/intentions

4:30pm
6:30pm
8:30am
7:00pm
8:30am
7:00pm
8:30am
7:00pm

CCS COLLECTION

Thank you for your participation in Catholic Community
Services Appeal for the Poor this past weekend! Without
your support, we would not be able to serve over 100,000
individuals throughout Western Washington each year.
Please continue to send in your donations this week and
through next weekend. If you need an envelope, one is
provided in the pew.

THANK YOU TO MY FELLOW
PARISHIONERS

Bless you all for all the prayers, Masses and cards. I
know it has helped in my recovery. ~~Joe Schamer

8:30am

3:30pm
5:00pm
8:30am
10:30am

RECONCILIATION
SCHEDULE—CHRISTMAS

1) Saturdays from 3:30pm-4:30pm
Private Confessions as usual
2) Wednesday December 13th at 7PM
Communal Service with Private
Confessions at St. Aloysius.

And God Laughed...
THROUGH A CHILD'S EYES
Dear God, We read Thos. (Thomas) Edison made light.
But in Sunday School they said you did it. So I bet he
stoled your idea. Sincerely, Donna 7yrs.
Dear God, If you give me genie lamp like Alladin I will
give you anything you want except my money and my
chess set. Raphael 8 yrs.
Dear God, Thank you for the baby brother but what I
prayed for was a puppy. Joyce 6yrs.

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday December 23, 5:00pm
Sunday December 24, 9:30am only
December 24th – Christmas Eve
4:00p and 9:00pm
Monday December 25th – Christmas Day
9:30am only Altar servers are needed

BABY SHOWER FOR JESUS

Please bring unwrapped baby items to
the parish hall through December
17th. The Knights of Columbus will
be collecting items for the Catholic
Community Services Pregnancy &
Parenting Support Center in Tacoma.
Thank you for your generous giving
of diapers, new baby clothes, other
baby items and good condition baby
furniture for mothers who have decided to keep their babies instead of abortion.
Thank you!

OUR ANNUAL REMINDER
ABOUT YOUR TAXES

The end of year tax report will be sent out in January
2018. We prepare for 2018 with great anticipation,
knowing that God has a plan to continue to help us to
bring people closer to Christ. But we can only do that
through the generosity of our parishioners. We want to
invite you to help us finish the year strong. We are approximately two weeks behind on our Year-To-Date
budget [see below]. Please prayerfully consider your
Stewardship to St. Aloysius and assist us to remain on
budget. Thank you.
Also, just a reminder, that in order for your gift to be
tax deductible for 2017, it must be postmarked and/or given before December 31, 2017.

FISCAL YEAR REPORT FOR 12-03-17
St. Aloysius
Weekly Revenue
Fiscal YTD

Actual
$5,822.00
$93,877.56

Budgeted
$4,403.00
$101,269.00

Variance
$1,419.00
-$7,391.44

HELP WANTED

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY

We need a crew of volunteers to help
decorate St. Aloysius Church on
Sunday December 24th at11:00am.
All tall persons are definitely encouraged to assist with those high
spots. Everyone please come help
get the church ready for the first
Christmas mass that same night. If
you are interested show up! Or even
better, please contact Bea (BZ) Wilson 360-829-0776 or email bzwilson42@ yahoo.com so
she can plan ahead.
~Thank you

Seventy-six percent of people live paycheck to
paycheck. Want to change that? What if you were
following a plan for your money you KNEW worked?
With Dave Ramsey’s class Financial Peace University,
you CAN take control of your money, get out of debt, and
create a plan for your future.
If you’re interested in learning more about the class, contact Deacon Ray and Karen at:
208-819-9845 or daighdreamin@gmail.com. We’re offering it at St Aloysius just for you starting January 3, 2018.
Come to the first class and see what it is all about. We
look forward to seeing you there.

AN ABUNDANCE OF GRACES

Being part of a parish is an important way to both claim
your identity as a Catholic Christian and also to become
part of our official parish record, which allows us to serve
you (and your family) most effectively. It is necessary,
unless unusual circumstances exist, for you to be registered in the parish before serving on any Ministry: i.e.
Lector, Sacristan, etc..: before Baptisms and Marriages
can be celebrated; before participation in Religious Education Programs; and before we can offer you a "Sponsor
Certificate" for you to be able to stand as a sponsor for
Baptism or Confirmation. Registration is a simple process, contact the office or pick up a form at the entrance
to church or in the parish hall and return.
If you have been registered at another parish you need
to let them know you have left and register with your new
parish. This process will eliminate duplicate mailings and
the expense of returned mailings. If you have left the
church for any reason or length of time you are required
to re-register in the community. Thank you.

Meditation:
Know that as often as you come to Me, humbling yourself
and asking My forgiveness, I pour out a superabundance
of graces on your soul, and your imperfection vanishes
before My eyes, and I see only your love and your humility. You lose nothing but gain much . . .
(Jesus said to St. Faustina, Diary 1293).
Prayer Response:
Lord Jesus, I want to receive an abundance of Your graces in confession as I humble myself and ask for
forgiveness. Thank You, Jesus, for seeing only my love
and humility.
~~ St. Faustina

THE RORATE MASS

Saturday, December 16 at 6:00am
Solemn Votive Mass Rorate Cæli
in honor of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Advent

Candlelit Mass with Gregorian
Chant in the Ordinary Form of
the Roman Rite
Rev. Kyle Mangloña, Celebrant
Rev. Michael Wagner, in choro
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary
Church
424 South 30th Street, Tacoma
Just off I-5 overlooking downtown Tacoma
The Rorate Mass anticipates the Light of Christ and is
celebrated during Advent in honor of His Mother, the
Blessed Virgin Mary. The name comes from the opening
words of the Entrance Antiphon, Rorate cæli desuper,
Latin for “Drop down dew, ye heavens”. The music for
this Mass has been described as “the most beautiful in the
Gregorian tradition”. After Mass, you are invited for
breakfast in the Holy Rosary Convent Meeting Center.

WHY REGISTER?

WINTER HUMOR

Wife texts husband on a cold winter morning:
“Windows frozen, won't open."
Husband texts back: “Gently pour some lukewarm water
over it, and then gently tap edges with a hammer"
Wife texts back 10 minutes later:
"Computer really messed up now."

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

“Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.”
Let us learn to comfort each other better by attending a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) weekend with
our spouse. The next weekend at the Sheraton Bellevue
Hotel is on February 16-18, 2018. Apply
at www.wwme.org for more information 206-772-2344
BULLETIN COVER ART
Titian (1490–1576) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons; St. John
the Baptist (1542 or 1530-32); Current location: Accademia of Venice

REASONS FOR HOPE—MEDITATION
FOR THE ADVENT SEASON

CHRISTMAS GIVING
TREE

Thank you for responding to this
short notice of a CHANGE this
year. The Christmas Giving Tree is
UP in the parish hall, please take a
card and return next weekend.
The Heritage House Senior Care
facility in Buckley has many
residents who have no family close
by. For many years now we have
had a Giving Tree with present
requests.
This year they would like to try
something different. We are asking
for donations to
purchase items for a gift bag of goodies for each resident.
Gift bags will all be the same except for special allergies
and diabetic requests. The items will be purchased in bulk
and divided into equal gift bags. A donation in any
amount is greatly appreciated. Please take a card off the
Giving Tree in the parish hall and return in the same envelope by December 20th to the office, or in the
16/17th weekend collection basket. If you write a check
please make it out to St. Aloysius. Your gift can be anonymous or include your name; we will show the donation
on your year-end tax report. Thank you for assisting in
a different way to the Giving Tree this year.

Instead of taking a card off the tree you may use the
coupon below with your donation.

Thank You For Giving!

A donation in any amount is greatly appreciated. Your
gift can be anonymous or include your name; we will
show the donation on your year-end tax report. If you
write a check please make it out to St. Aloysius.
Please return your donation, including this card, by
December 20th to the office, or in the 16/17th weekend
collection basket.
Thank you for your generosity. The Heritage House
residents say THANK YOU also.
NAME _____________________________________
AMOUNT ___________
CHECK # _________

CASH

We continue our Advent reasons for hope, we underline the most powerful reason for hope — the Divine
Mercy of God toward all of us as sinners. The parables of
the prodigal son, the lost coin, and the lost sheep of
Luke’s Gospel (15:1-32) dramatically portray the mystery
of Divine Mercy. We hear the Lord say, “There will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”
A great prayer during the Advent season would be a
prayer of hope in Divine Mercy for the conversion of
some person you know who is far away from God —
even if that person may be yourself! Just utter these
words, “Jesus, I trust in you,” and he will not be far from
you. Our words today are the words of the psalmist
(Ps 12:6): Lord, your mercy is my hope; my heart rejoices
in your saving power. I will sing to the Lord for his
goodness to me. With St. Augustine we pray, “All my
hope lies only in your great mercy.”
~~ OSV.COM

EPIPHANY PLAY

The annual tradition of
sharing the Epiphany story
with the parish continues
this year and our Religious
Education students are in the
production and all children
are welcome to participate.
The costumes are prepared,

the script is ready, and
rehearsals will begin soon. Please let the director know if
your child(ren) would like to participate as an actor,
member of the crew, or as a singer in the angel choir.

Four rehearsals will be held:
Even if your child(ren) won’t be able to make it to all of
the rehearsals, there’s a place for them in our production.
Thursday, December 21, 4:30 to 5:30 pm
Thursday, December 28, 4:30 to 5:30 pm
Thursday, January 4, 4:30 to 5:30 pm
Saturday, January 6, 10:00 am to noon
The show will be presented, with a dinner hosted by the
Knights of Columbus, the evening of Sunday, January 7
at 5 pm and the play will begin at approximately 6:45pm.
Feel free to call Chris Korolsky (253.686.0784) Religious
Education coordinator K-6th with questions or to join.

or

PLEASE PRAY

Compassionate God, you have called us to act as agents
of your love in our world, and blessed us with the gifts we
need to fulfill that mission. Following the example of
Jesus, may we embrace our calling to be your partners in
creating a world of justice and mercy.
We ask this in your holy name. Amen.

