Behold, this child is destined for
the fall and rise of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that
will be contradicted.
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Welcome To Our Growing Parish Community!

Our mission at St. Aloysius Catholic Church is to Celebrate and Live the Eucharist,
Educate in the Catholic Faith, and be faithful Stewards of God’s Blessings.

December 31, 2017

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Reading 1: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14
Reading 2: Col 3:12-21

Psalm: 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
Gospel: Lk 2:22-40

PRAYER FOR THE SICK
Please pray for those who have
asked for our prayers.

Dennis Johnson, Marylin Rice

Prayer request must be made through Cindy
Guillot 253-862-9100

January 1, 2018

The Octave Day of Christmas
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Reading 1: Nm 6:22-27
Reading 2: Gal 4:4-7

Psalm: 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8
Gospel: Lk 2:16-21

Happy New Year to all!

We invite you to come and join us at St. Aloysius as we
celebrate our faith all year! Please register and become an
active member of our church. Welcome to St. Aloysius.
~~ Father Clarence Jones

VACATION TIME!

Fr. Clarence will take a few days off after
New Years, January 1-4th. There will be no
weekday masses at St. Aloysius until
First Friday January 5th with Adoration until
8:00pm.
Fr. Davis will be on vacation January
15th – February 11th. Mass schedule changes
at Sacred Heart will be posted next week.

Our True Home: Scott Hahn Reflects on the
Feast of the Holy Family

Why did Jesus choose to become a baby born of a mother and father and to spend all but His last years living in an ordinary human family? In part, to reveal God’s plan to make all people live as one “holy family” in His Church. In the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, God reveals our true home. We’re to live as His children, “chosen ones, holy and
beloved”. Happy homes are the fruit of our faithfulness to the Lord. Through our family obligations and relationships,
our families become heralds of the family of God that He wants to create on earth. Jesus shows us this in His obedience
to His earthly parents flows directly from His obedience to the will of His heavenly Father. Joseph and Mary aren’t
identified by name, but three times are called “his parents” and are referred to separately as his “mother” and “father.”
The emphasis is all on their “familial” ties to Jesus. But these ties are emphasized only so that Jesus, in the first words
He speaks in Luke’s Gospel, can point us beyond that earthly relationship to the Fatherhood of God. In what Jesus calls
“My Father’s house,” every family finds its true meaning and purpose. The Temple we read about in the Gospel is
God’s house, His dwelling. But it’s also an image of the family of God, the Church. In our families we’re to build up
this household, this family, this living temple of God. Until He reveals His new dwelling among us, and says of every
person: “I shall be his God and he will be My son” (see Revelation 21:3, 7).
Scott Hahn, Ph.D.

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

Amy Ekeh the Catechist.com
Luke 2:22-40
Reflect: While inside the Temple, Mary and Joseph encounter two people who make prophetic statements about Jesus.
We can only imagine both the pride and the pain Mary and Joseph felt upon hearing these prophecies. Certainly this
mixture of emotions would become a familiar experience for Jesus’ parents.
Simeon, an old man who has been waiting for the Messiah, continues Luke’s theme of salvation (the angel has
declared Jesus’ name, which means “he saves”) as he takes the newborn in his arms and says to God, “My eyes have
seen your salvation.” He is clear that this salvation is not only for Jews but also for Gentiles (non-Jews). Simeon blesses
Mary and Joseph, and then offers foreboding words to Mary: “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted — and you yourself a sword will pierce — so that the thoughts of
many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34). This warning will play itself out across the pages of Luke’s Gospel as Jesus’
ministry faces opposition, and as he ultimately finds himself a victim of jealous, corrupt, and powerful forces. Yet Simeon’s words are clear: This man will be a savior.
Next, the prophetess Anna, also elderly, comes forward and speaks “about the child to all who were awaiting the
redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). Again we are told of Jesus’ redemptive, saving role. We might imagine all of
these grand things being said in the presence of a tiny, powerless infant. Held in his mother’s arms, perhaps crying or
sleeping, Jesus did not look like a savior. But the prophets knew him.
The final line of our Gospel reading prepares us for the new liturgical year ahead. We can’t wait to get to know this
Jesus of Nazareth, our Savior: “The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him” (Luke 2:40).

Calendar for the Week
Monday – Jan 1 2018
Mass - Sacred Heart in Enumclaw
No Rosary
No RE
No Youth Group
Tuesday - Jan 2
No Mass
Wednesday - Jan 3
Mass w/Fr. Davis
Thursday - Jan 4
No Mass
Epiphany Play practice
Friday - Jan 5 - First Friday
Mass
Adoration
Parish Council
Saturday – Jan 6
Epiphany Play practice
Confession
Mass
Sunday - Jan 7–Epiphany of the Lord
Mass
Mass
Epiphany Dinner followed by
Epiphany Play

9:00am
—
—
—
8:30am

—

4:30-5:30

8:30am
9a-8p
7:00pm

10a-noon
3:30pm
5:00pm
8:30am
10:30am
5:00pm
6:45pm

EPIPHANY TRADITION

A tradition at St. Aloysius is the celebration of the Epiphany with a presentation of the Christmas event by the
children of our parish and a Lasagna Dinner (salad, bread,
and dessert) prepared by the Knights of Columbus, a great
way to come together as a parish and celebrate the Christmas Season. This year Epiphany is on January 7th. Dinner
will be served at 5:00 pm, so please come early at 4:45
pm to choose a table. Prices for dinner are $8 for a single
adult, $15 per couple, and $25 per family. The Epiphany
Play will begin at 6:45pm.
Two more rehearsals will be held:
Thursday, January 4, 4:30 to 5:30 pm
Saturday, January 6, 10:00 am to noon
Feel free to call Chris Korolsky (253.686.0784) Religious
Education coordinator K-6th with questions or to join.

SOLEMNITY OF THE
HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

On New Year’s Day, the octave day
of Christmas, the Church celebrates
the Solemnity of the Holy Mother of
God, the divine and virginal motherhood of the Blessed Virgin. It is the
highest title of the Blessed Virgin
Mary: Theotokos, Mother of God. This title was given to
Mary at the
Council of Ephesus in 431 A.D. The council taught, however, that the humanity and divinity of Jesus could not be
separated and that they exist in one person, with the
momentous implication that we can rightly give Mary the
tile of Mother of God. Mothers bring life, a gift from
God, into the world. That’s why you sometimes hear the
Church referred to as “Mother”. The Evangelist, Luke,
describes her as the silent Virgin who listens constantly to
the Eternal Word, who lives in the Word of God. This
feast is the celebration of Mary’s motherhood of Jesus
and is the oldest feast of Mary celebrated by the Catholic
Church. Mary has an important role to play in the Incarnation of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity.

THE BIBLE and the SACRAMENTS

~Discover the Old Testament roots of
the Sacraments instituted by Christ.
~Grow in knowledge of the Sacraments
central to the Catholic faith.
~Learn how the seven Sacraments have
the power to transform our lives and
shape us for eternity.

Evan Twombly will facilitate this new adult faith
formation class. Classes will begin Monday January 29th
at 7-830p. Please contact Patty in the office 360-829-6515
to order the workbook.

QUOTE

“How to find Christmas peace in a world of unrest? You
cannot find peace on the outside, but you can find peace
on the inside, by letting God do to your soul what Mary
let Him do to her body. Namely, let Christ be formed
in you.”
– Venerable Fulton J. Sheen

THANK YOU

PARISH POTLUCK LUNCH

UPDATE – The monthly parish potluck will be on the
normally scheduled date of Wednesday January 17th at
12:00pm. This will give everyone time to digest their
Christmas and New Year's meals. Please bring your
favorite dish to the parish hall. Everyone is welcome!

Thank you to the following for helping with our church
Christmas decorations: Mike Zeiss and his wonderful
helpers, Cindy Guillot, Jeanne Parkko, Marv and Paul
Slenning, Alice & Jerry Alfano, Donna Kelly, Hoppy,
Father Clarence and Maureen Soler for helping me find
the 3 trees.
Bea Wilson – Arts and Environment

FISCAL REPORT FOR 12-24-17 Thank you!
BULLETIN COVER ART

Ludovico Carracci - Presentation in the Temple [Public domain], via
Wikimedia Commons

St. Aloysius
Weekly Revenue
Fiscal YTD

Actual
$6,424.00
$114,371.88

Budgeted
$4,403.00
$114,478.00

Variance
$2,021.00
-$106.12

